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the organization honors members of
the community who have made a sig-
nificant difference in the lives of oth-
ers. It is an inspiring celebration.

This year’s honorees are Rocky and
Lisa Eades. They are an ideal choice
because of their tremendous role in
helping families. Their story of gen-
erosity and compassion is inspiring.

Rocky and Lisa cofounded the Ja-
son’s Friends Foundation, a nonprofit
organization based in Casper, WY. Ja-
son’s Friends provides financial and
moral support to families with children
fighting cancer. The couple took on
this charge after experiencing first-
hand the hardships associated with
childhood cancer. Their 8-year-old son
Jason was diagnosed with a brain stem
tumor in January 1995.

Rocky and Lisa dedicated their all to
Jason’s recovery. They upended their
lives, traveling to Denver and New
York for care and treatment. Jason’s
brave fight ended in November 1995. To
honor Jason’s life and help Wyoming
families in similar situations, they
founded Jason’s Friends Foundation in
1996.

Jason’s Friends has crafted an inspir-
ing legacy, providing over $5.8 million
in financial assistance to families deal-
ing with the added stress and financial
burden of a child with cancer. Cur-
rently, 145 families are enrolled in the
program. The foundation helps cover
nonmedical expenses such as travel and
household bills. Their work allows fam-
ilies to fully commit to their fight
against cancer.

The Bowl for Jason’s Friends fund-
raiser, in its 23rd year, is a highly an-
ticipated event, drawing in the entire
community. The foundation also hosts
Camp Courage, a no-cost summer camp
for childhood cancer patients and their
families.

Family is the highest priority for the
Eades. In addition to Jason and the
countless families they have helped
throughout Wyoming, they have two
grown daughters, Brooke and Skylar.
Lisa serves as the volunteer president/
CEO of Jason’s Friends, cochairs the
Wyoming Cancer Coalition, serves on
the Wyoming Department of Health’s
Institutional Review Board, and was
appointed by then Governor Mead to
the Wyoming Palliative Care Advisory
Council. Rocky is the president of
Eades Construction in Casper and has
built hundreds of custom homes in
Natrona County.

Rocky and Lisa live a life of heart
and perseverance. They are the first to
offer a helping hand to those experi-
encing tremendous challenges. The
Code of the West charges us to live
each day with courage. Not only do
Rocky and Lisa embody this principle,
they give everyone around them the
courage needed to do the same. Casper
and Wyoming are fortunate to have
them.

It is with great honor that I recog-
nize these outstanding members of our
Wyoming community. My wife Bobbi
joins me in extending our congratula-
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tions to Rocky and Lisa Eades upon
their selection for this special award.

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL
SPRAYBERRY

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the distinguished
service of Michael ‘“‘Mike”’ Sprayberry
who will be retiring as director of
North Carolina Emergency Manage-
ment on August 1, 2021. Every citizen of
North Carolina is indebted to Mike for
his tireless efforts over the last 16
years to respond and rebuild following
the countless disasters big and small
that the State has faced.

Since his appointment as deputy di-
rector for North Carolina Emergency
Management in 2005 and subsequent
elevation to director in 2013, his de-
partment has been called upon to re-
spond to 32 Federal emergency and dis-
aster declarations, ranging from hurri-
canes and tornadoes to fuel shortages
and a global pandemic. Throughout his
time, he has served under four Gov-
ernors and provided steady leadership
to ensure that the State of North Caro-
lina is prepared to respond to any crisis
at all times.

While being charged with running
emergency management operations for
a large State is never easy, the last 5
years would have been an insurmount-
able challenge to almost anyone except
to Mike Sprayberry. In 2016, Hurricane
Matthew slowly crawled up the south-
eastern coast bringing record setting
rain across nearly half of the State.
While many had termed Hurricane
Matthew a once in a generation event,
less than 2 years later Hurricane Flor-
ence stalled along the coast once again
bringing historical rains. In some areas
of southeastern North Carolina over 30
inches of rain fell, cutting off Wil-
mington, NC, and other communities
from the outside world for days.
Through it all, Mike oversaw the res-
cue and sheltering of thousands of dis-
placed North Carolinians while also en-
suring that information continued to
flow to Senator TILLIS, myself, and
other Federal agencies to allow for bet-
ter federal coordination.

While communities across the State
are thankful for North Carolina Emer-
gency Management’s quick response at
the height of the storms to rescue hun-
dreds trapped in their homes due to
flood waters, Mike Sprayberry’s lasting
legacy will be his dogged effort to re-
build North Carolina better and more
resilient than before. Understanding
that billions of Federal aid would be
coming to support recovery, Mike ad-
vocated for the creation of the North
Carolina Office of Recovery and Resil-
iency, including the establishment of
the State’s chief resilience officer, one
of the first such positions in the coun-
try. He is a fierce proponent of the de-
velopment of affordable housing and
challenges his team daily to think
about the long-term impacts they can
make in storm preparation, storm re-
covery, and everything in between.

July 28, 2021

Mike Sprayberry has lived a life of
service first as a U.S. marine, then 25
years in the North Carolina National
Guard as a field artillery and infantry
officer, and finally serving as director
of North Carolina Emergency Manage-
ment. While he will be missed, his rep-
utation and the culture of preparedness
he has built in the organization and
across the State will live on.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DARRELL HUETH

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I
have the distinct honor of recognizing
Darrell Hueth of Valley County as
Montanan of the Month for his devo-
tion to the Glasgow community and
passion for Montana agriculture and
education.

Darrell has been a staple in Glasgow
since his high school football and bas-
ketball days. He went on to become a
star athlete for the Montana State
University Bobcats from 1956-1959—‘Go
Cats!” During his time at MSU, Darrell
studied agriculture economics.

Darrell brought his athletic experi-
ence and agriculture knowledge back
to Glasgow a a teacher and coach.
Under his leadership, the Scotties’
football team went undefeated for 2
years and won three State champion-
ships. Darrell also led the Scotties’
wrestling team to three state cham-
pionships. When he wasn’t on the field
or in the gym, Darrell taught consumer
economic accounting and bookkeeping,
a course that is crucial for the next
generation of Montana ag leaders.

Teachers serve an important role as
they shape the minds of young Mon-
tanans and have the opportunity to in-
fluence the next generation and help
prepare them for future careers. Mon-
tana has a rich legacy of agriculture,
and it is our No. 1 economic driver.
There is no doubt that Darrell’s pas-
sion for teaching about agriculture
helped encourage young Montanans to
pursue careers in this important field.

His educational impact extends be-
yond the great State of Montana. As
professor emeritus at the University of
Maryland’s Department of Agricultural
and Resource Economics, Darrell has
had many academic articles, working
papers and books published throughout
his professional career.

It is my honor to recognize Darrell
for dedicating his life to education and
making a positive impact on young
Montanans through athletics and agri-
cultural studies. Keep up the great
work, Darrell.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO NOELLE LAMBERT

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am
proud to recognize Noelle Lambert of
Manchester as July’s Granite Stater of
the Month. Noelle is a Paralympic ath-
lete who founded the Born to Run
Foundation, which helps young people
who have lost a limb achieve their
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